TAMESHI-GIRI

JAPAN emerged from feudalism but seventy
years ago so it is little wonder that many of the
phases of this former state linger on even though
in diminuendo. One of the most prevalent re-
minders of these bygone days is the sword which
is still carried by Japan's policemen most of whom
were z%r$amurai in the early days of the Meiji era*
But even more suggestive of the past are kendo
and tameshi-girL At present, with the feeling for
national valour running at a high pitch due to the
China Incident, both of these old time sports are
achieving a tremendous popularity. Kendo is re-
quired for boys attending middle schools, but the
enthusiasm runs much beyond this stage. Mr.
Hakudo Nakayama, one of Japan's most eminent
teachers of this me<^j&val style of fencing finds his
academy filled to over-flowing. The boys, begin-
ning with ninejyears of age, go there after school